Ypres Salient

A n excursion to the First World War Battlefields
of the Ypres Salient provides an ideal introduction
to this fascinating history subject. The town of Ypr es
lay just in front of the German line of advance in
Belgium, but was still the key to the Channel Ports.
Had Ypres fallen to the Germans, they would have len able to sweep to the
Channel coast and not only prevent troops arrivingrom Britain, but possibly
control all shipping in the English Channel. Therefe, the German armiesO
constant aim in Belgium was to wrest Ypres

from the British forces at all costs.
*| would just like to By the end of the Great War, almost

thank you for the superb time one million men had been killed.
we had in Flanders. This was The Ypres Salient has more
definitely due in part to Gallowayes cemeteries and monuments
excellent organisation and than any other area of the
approachabilityZ Western Front. The town of

Ypres was virtually destroyed and
was completely rebuilt after 1918.
Nothing predates this.

Itinerary

Depart school very early for a breakfast-timerdssing or Eurotunnel to Calais.
Arrive in the Ypres Salient around lunchtimiéioroan sightseeing in Ypres area.
Depart early evening, returning by ferry / Eutofurine back at school in the late

evening. The amount of time available in the ¥gaés lamited to approximately

6 hours, but could be less, dependent upon thenletagtbur school.

If you wish to extend your tour to allow morediateend the Last Post Ceremony,
this is possible for a small supplement. Priedlavatil request.

£36 £41

Prices are per person based on Saturday to Tthepsdaye from Suffolk,
Norfolk, Essex or Kent. See page 4 for detailsooi$eiates,
supplements and insurance costs.

Low season
£33
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Galloway

Tyne Cot
In Flanders Fieldse Museum The WorldOs largest Commonwealth war
This impressive modern museum is cemetery containing the graves of 11,871
found in the old Cloth Hall in Ypres town men. The rear wall of the cemetery contains
centre. Through itOs interactive and the names of almost 35,000 soldiers who
hands-on aspect, the museum provides have no known grave. The new visitor centre
an unforgettable experience. The museunwill complement your visit to Tyne Cot.
uses advanced techniques, computers,
video projections and interactive models, | e Venin Gate
together with displays of historical objectsThe famous British war memorial with
A dramatic ONo ManOs Land Experienceghgraved names of almost 55,000 missing
portrays the horror of the Battle of British and Commonwealth soldiers who
Passchendaele. lost their lives on the Ypres Salient.

Bayernwald German Hooge Crater Museum Essex Farm
Trenches (Croonart Wood) A superb private collection of World War IThis cemetery contains the notable grave
This unique site at Croonart Ward is a  artefacts, weapons and uniforms housed of 15-year old Pte. Joe Strudwick and VC.
restored German trench system with 300in the old chapel at Hooge. A modern cafPte. Thomas Barratt. Outside the cemete
metres of trenches, four concrete bunkerds attached to the museum. If groups wishs the Albertina Memorial to the poet John
and a 100 feet deep mineshaft. to use the cafeteria to eat their packed McCrae. He is reputed to have written wha
lunches, a supplement is charged and eaéshperhaps the warOs best known poem,
Hill 62 and Sanctuary member of the group will be provided wittOIn Flanders FieldsO in a bunker dressing
Wood Museum a soft drink. The cafeteria cannot be usedstation at Essex Farm.
Hill 62 is so called because it is 62 metresvithout entry to museum.
above sea level. A small part of the original Last Post Ceremony
wood was preserved as it was found at thelie Vemorial Museum No visit to Ypres is complete without
end of the war, with original trenches. Zonnebeke attending the deeply moving Ceremony
This small museum offers a collection of This fascinating museum is situated in ~ of the sounding of the Last Post, under the
authentic relics and some graphic 3D the grounds of Zonnebeke chateau. Menin Gate. Every evening at 20.00hrs,
pictures. There is also a book and The visitor has an overview of the Battle the traffic is halted and buglers from the
souvenir stall and cafZ. of Ypres, with a focus on Passchendaele local Fire Brigade, play the haunting notes
1917, by means of authentic photographief the Last Post. Supplement applicable.
Langemarck German material, a collection of historical artefacts
Cemetery and several life-like dioramas. You have Clristmas Truce
This is the only German Cemetery in the the opportunity to walk through a Germari’©-cnactment
Salient with the remains of over 44,000 trench and descend into a unique 20 feetChristmas 1914, there occurred a series
soldiers, including a mass grave of 25,00@deep British dugout with communication of extraordinary events, as the spirit of
men. Over 3000 cadets and student and dressing posts, headquarters and ~ Christmas transcended the horrors of war.
volunteers are also buried at this cemetegccommodation. Along the front, a series of informal truces
A dark and foreboding place, this is a saw British and German troops greeting
complete contrast to Tyne Cot. Talbot House Poperinge each other in no-manQs land, singing carols,
Poperinge remained one of the few exchanging gifts, and even playing a
unoccupied towns in Flanders. In 1915, football match!
Talbot House was opened as an For a brief moment, the war B then less than
OEverymanOs ClubO, where all soldiers @eronths old B was suspended amid these
welcomed regardless of rank. amazing displays of goodwill. This was never
You will be able to visit the OLife Behind tigeoccur again as the conflict dragged on
Lines® Exhibition, the Concert Hall, the aadid the feeling of hatred and hurt escalated.
visual presentation in the Slessorium andThe re-enactment is a great way to learn
the Chapel in the attic of the House. and understand about this extaordinary
episode and includes: background
Hill 60 information, trench meal, hands-on display
Hill 60 is at the northern end of the of weapons equipment, re-enactment team
Messines Ridge. Although just 60 metres of four guides and summing up talk.
above sea level, it was a crucial, strategicProgramme runs from late November
vantage point from where the Germans through to 18 December and is subject
could look down onto Ypres. It was to availability.
captured and recaptured many times by (Operated by Anglia Battlefield Tours).
the opposing sides.

Jualjes saldA




